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THE POONA PAGT

I Vishal Mangalwadi I

On the 80th anniversary of
the infamous Poona Pact, we are
Publishing an edited excerpt
from Vishal Managalvadi's
India: The Grand Experiment
that sheds light on the role played
by the British rulers, Indian
nationalist elites and leaders of
India's "Depressed Classes" in
paving -and blocking- the road to
social and political emancipation
ofthe Indian masses.- EDITORS

Many upper-caste Indians
believe that the Dalits in India
were liberated by the Indian
National Congress and Mahatma
Gandhi. The fact is that the
Congress 'involvement with the
plight of the oppressed began
only in 1917, and from the
beginning Congress' integrity
was doubtful. A sketch of that
history is enlightening.

On 20 August 1917, during
the First World War, the then
Secretary of State for India,
Edwin Montagu, made a formal
announcement on behalf of the
British Government. He declared
that his government's post-war
intention for India was to develop
"self goerning institutions with a
view to progressive realization of
responsible government in India
as an integral part of the British
Empire.” The announcement
was understood to mean that
India would be given the kind of
autonomy already enjoyed by
Canada, Australia and New
Zealand.

Indian politicians had been
expecting this kind of a
declaration and were preparing
schemes for changes in the
constitutional structure of India
that would suit their interests.
Two of the schemes that had
attracted special attention during
1916-1918 were “the Congress-
League scheme” which was
based on presidential theory of
government and the “Montatagu-
Chelmsford Plan” which relied
on the parliamentary theory of
government.

The Congress needed the
endorsement of the lower castes
to be able to push forward its
scheme as the “national
demand”. Its problem was that
although the Muslim league had
approved its proposal, the
“depressed classes” did not trust
the upper caste leadership of the
Congress. In 1895, some
Congress leaders had been
willing to allow the leaders of
the Social Conference to use its
platform to oppose the
enslavement of the Indians by the
Hindu Social order. The idea was
dropped when Mr. Tilak’s
followers threatened to burn
down the Congress pandal if
anyone dared to oppose Hindu
customs from that platform. The
“untouchables” retaliated by
protesting against the Congress
and by burning its effigy.
Understandably, their antipathy
against the Congress had
continued till 1917 when the
Congress needed their support.

That distrust made it
difficult for the Congress to
obtain the endorsement of the

backward classes for the
Congress- League scheme.
Instead of apologizing for its
earlier timidity and indifference,
the Congress tried deception to
obtain Dalit endorsement for its
scheme. It wrote a resolutiion of
its own and used a highly
respected figure-Sir Narayan
Chandavarkar, the President of
the Depressed Classes Mission
Society- to get it passed along
with other resolutions in a
meeting held on 11 November
1917, in Bombay. The highlights
of the key resolutions read as
follows:

First Resolution affirmed
“Loyalty to British Government”
and prayed for victory to the
Allies in the First World War then
goingon.

Second Resolution carried
at the meeting by an
overwhelming majority, the
“dissentients being about a
dozen,” expressed approval for
the scheme of reform in the
administration of India
recommended by the Indian
National Congress and the All
India Muslim League.

Third Resolution carried
unanimously said: “... this public
meeting of the Depressed
Classes strongly feels that in the
scheme of reform and
reconstitution of the Legislative
Councils which Government
may be pleased to adopt, due
regard be paid to the interests of
the said classes. This meeting
therefore prays the British
Government to be so gracious as
to protect those interests by
granting to those classes the right
to elect their own representatives
to the said Councils in proportion
to theirnumbers.”

Fourth Resolution
unanimously carried at the
meetings was: “That the
Government be prayed for the
adoption... of a compulsory and
free system of education...”

Fifth Resolution also carried
unanimously read: “That the
Chairman of this public meeting
be authorised to request the
Indian National Congress to pass
at its forthcoming session a
distinct and independent
resolution declaring to the people
of India at large the necessity,
justice and righteousness of
removing all the disabilities
imposed by religion and custom
upon the Depressed Classes...
These disabilities, social in
origining, amount in law and
practice to political mission and
propaganda of the Indian
National Congress.”

Sixth Resolution Prays all
Hindus... of the higher castes,
who claim political rights, to take
steps for the purpose of removing
the blot of degradation from the
Depressed Classes...”

The Indian National
Congress followed up the above-
mentioned meeting with its own
meeting and passed the
following high-sounding
resolution:

“This Congress urges upon
the people of India the necessity,
justice and righteousness of
removing all disabilities imposed

by custom upon the Depressed
Classes, the disabilities being of a
most vexatious and oppressive
character, subjecting those
classes to considerable hardship
and inconvenience.”

A few years later, Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar called the
above resolution a ‘“strange
event”. The Congress had
functioned for 32 years, it had
championed the cause of India’s
political independence, it had
campaigned against the British
Raj, but it had never spoken up
for the freedom of the lower
castes. Now, only when it needed
their political support, it found
itself speaking up for them- but
only to get their vote. Mr. Kanshi
Ram, the President of the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), and
Dr. Ambedkar’s de facto
successor, described this
“deceptive” appeal for justice
“mischievous”...Later events
showed that the Congress had no
intention of doing anything about
the oppressiveness of Hindu
society. Nevertheless, the
resolution had compelled
Congress to admit that the
internal atrocities of the Indian
society had to be dealt with, as
well as the immorality of the
alienrule.

A few days after the first
meeting in Bombay, the dozen
“dissentients” organized another
meeting of the lower castes,
again in Bombay. It was this
meeting that shaped the attitude
of Dr. Ambekar and Mr. Kanshi
Ram towards the upper-caste
politicians. Bapuji Namdeo
Bagade, a leader of the non-
Brahmin party, chaired the
meeting. The resolutions passed
in this meeting nullified some of
the resolutions passed in the first.
Following are the key resolutions
passed in the second meeting:

1. Resolution of loyalty to
the British Throne.

2. That this meeting cannot
give its support to the Congress-
League scheme in spite of its
having been declared to have
been passed at the meeting of
11th November 1917 by an
overwhelming majority.

3. That it is the sense of this
meeting that the administration
of India should be largely under
the control of the British till all
classes and specially the
Depressed Classes, rise up to a
condition to effectually
participate in the administration
ofthe country.

4. That it the British
Government have decided to
give political concessions to the
Indian Public, this meeting prays
that Government should grant
the Untouchables their own
representatives in the various
legislative bodies to ensure to
them their civil and political
rights.

5. That this meeting
approves of the objects of the
Bahiskrit Bharat Samayj
(Depressed India Association)
and supports the deputation to be
senton its behalfto Mr. Montagu.

6. That this meeting prays
that Government looking to the
special needs of the Depressed

Classes, should make primary
education both free and
compulsory. That the meeting
also requests the Government to
give special facilities by way of
scholarships to the students of the
Depressed Classes.

7. That the meeting
authorises the President to
forward the above resolutions to
the viceroy and the Government
of Bombay.

What this meeting said in
effect was that the Dalits would
rather remain under the British
rule, than gain political
independence only to be ruled by
the Brahmins. As Dr. Ambedkar
was to put it later in his book
Annihilation of Caste, “Swarajya
(Independence) has got no
significance, without
establishing a caste-less society”.
This is because he knew from his
experience that “Political
brutality is nothing when
compared with social brutality.”

This sentiment of the lower
castes made it imperative for
Mahatma Gandhi to work for their
“emancipation”.

Dr. Ambedkar refuted that
claim in his book, What Gandhi
and the Congress have done for
the Untouchables. He presented
the case that even during the
struggle for national
independence, Mahatma Gandhi
and the Congress did all that they
could to deceive the lower castes,
and to keep them under the control
of the upper castes. It is not
necessary to restate their case here.
An important fact on which the
caserests follows:

After Lord Irwin announced
in 1929 that the British
government would honour the
1917 commitment to give self-
rule to India, Round Table
Conferences were held in London
1930-32 to settle the modalities of
transfer of power. Leaders of the
scheduled castes demanded that,
given the fact that the upper castes
were not concerned for them, they
should be allowed to select their
own legislators, so that their
representatives would represent
their point of view.

Mahatma Gandhi opposed
the proposal because he feared
that such a scheme would
reinforce the walls that already
separated the upper and lower
caste Hindus. His proposal was
that certain electorates should be
reserved for candidates from the
scheduled castes, but that all
voters must exercise their
franchise to elect the legislator.
This way he or she would
represent the entire constituency,
notjustthe scheduled castes.

Although Gandhi’s proposal
sounded good, it had a problem. It
meant that the scheduled-caste
candidates would fight amongst
themselves, but that the candidate
backed by the higher castes would
always win. So, any scheduled-
caste candidate who wanted to
win an election and always need to
be subservient to the upper-caste
voters. The Round Table
Conference failed in resolving the
issue, and all participants-
including Gandhi-agreed that they
would leave the matter to be

decided by the British Prime
Minister, and that his decision
wouldbe accepted by all.

The British Government
announced its “Communal
Award” in favour of Dr.
Ambedkar’s proposal on 17
August 1932. Gandhi saw fresh
dangers in Dr. Ambedkar’s
Scheme. What if Dr. Ambedkar’s
Republican Party joined hands
with Mr. Jinnah’s Muslim
League? Together, it would not be
difficult for the Muslims and the
lower castes to beat the upper-
caste Hindus in a battle of
numbers. Democracy-the numbers
game-would then be to the
disadvantage ofthe upper castes.

Mahatma Gandhi, therefore,
went on his longer ever “fast-unto-
death” in Poona (Pune). This was
not directed against the colonial
Raj. Dr. Ambedkar described its
purpose in a statement on 19
September 1932.

“I should have thought that a
well-wisher of the Depressed
Classes would have fought tooth
and nail for securing to them as
much political power as might be
possible in the new
Constitution...He not only does not
endeavour to augment the scanty
political power which the
Depressed Classes have got under
the Communal Award, but on the
contrary he has staked his very life
in order to deprive them of little they
havegot.”

National and international
pressure was mounted on Dr.
Ambedkar to surrender this
possibility of freedom and save
Gandhi’s life. The upper-caste
followers of Mahatma Gandhi
threatened dire consequences
should he die. Dr. Ambedkar’s
statement confirms:

Whether he knows it or not, the
Mahatma’s act will result in
nothing but terrorism by his
followers against Depressed
Classes all over the country.. the
Mahatma is releasing reactionary
and uncontrollable forces, and is
fostering the spirit of hatred
between the Hindu Community and
the Depressed Classes by resorting
to this method  and thereby
widening the existing gulf between
thetwo.

Dr. Ambedkar realized that a
large number of the untouchables
might be forced to pay with their
livesif Mahatma Gandhi died. Soto
save his life and theirs he
surrendered their political power
through the “Poona Pact” of 24
September 1932. Asaresult, during
most of the 50 years of
Independence the lower castes
havehadtoplay second fiddle to the
upper casterulers.

Gandhi succeeded politically,
but only in ensuring that the lower
castes remain subservient to the
upper castes in free India. As Dr.
Ambedkar put it, the policy of the
“Joint Electorate” which
Mahatma Gandhi had enforced by
staking his life is,”...from the point
of view of the Hindus to use a
familiar phrase a ‘rotten borough’
in which Hindus get the right to
nominate an untouchable to sit
nominally as a representative of
the untouchables but really as a
tool of the Hindus.”
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First of all, it was Lord Buddha
who had talked of optimum
happiness for maximum number
ofpeople. Itisalsoareality forthe
Indian society. For thousands of
years, majority of the people have
been exploited not only on the
basis of caste but also on
economic and administrative
basis. Upto the nineteenth century,
there was no widespread
opposition to this system but the
situation started changing in the
twentieth century. Leaders like
Periyar and Narain Guru in South
India were greatly responsible for
uprooting Brahmanism while
Jyotibaphule and Dr. Ambedkar
made similar efforts in Central
India. Sufi saints also started their
campaigns in this regard in North
India but it could not have much of
an impact. Kanshi Ram Ji gave a
call of 15 and 85 which gave
prominence to the word
‘BAHUJAN’ .  Dalits took
backwards as belonging to their
ownsocial milieu. Haditnotbeen
so, Mandal Commission
recommendations would have met
the same fate as the Kaka Kalelkar
Report.  BAMSEF took upon
itself the challenge of
implementing the Mandal
Commission recommendations
under the leadership of Kanshi
Ram Ji. when the then Prime
Minister V.P. Singh came to know
that Chaudhary Devi Lal could
quit Janata Deal, he issued orders
in the year 1990 for the
implementation of the
recommendations of the Mandal
Commission. Had Kanshi Ram Ji
not started the campaign for the
implementation of the

recommendations of the Mandal
Commission, V.P. Singh Ji could
not have passed orders for its
implementation.  As a result,
backwards got 27% reservation
which was not acceptable to the
upper caste people and there were
widespread protests against this
and at many places the same
backward people also opposed
who were ultimately to gain from
this decision.  The first person to
commit self-immolation against
this decision was from a backward
community. Had the backward
community not got reservation, the
reservation quota earmarked for
Dalits would not have got a blow
because because the reservation
quota for SC/ST people was 22.5%
and by implementing it half-
heartedly, the upper caste people
used to swallow a large chunk of
their share. Ifthe people belonging
to SC community had fought for
reservation for the backwards,
there was nothing wrong with it
and it was in fact it was a matter of
social justice. It is because of this
that privatization and liberalization
were introduced so that
Government jobs could be
abolished. Leaders like Mulayam
Singh Yadav, Lalu Prasad Yadav,
Sharad Yadav and Ram Vilas
Paswan etc took up the cudgels for
this struggle for social justice even
though at that time, Mulayam
Singh was against Mandal
Commission and he took
maximum advantage of caste
based politics.

Those who are the
victim of caste discriminations fall
under the ambit of “Bahujan”
Samaj but due to changed
circumstances, some castes have
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assumed the role of exploiters so
they should be driven out. Thus
Mulayam Singh should be driven
out of Bahujan Samaj.The
opposition to reservation in
promotions by the upper caste
people pales into insignificance if it
is compared to the opposition to
reservation in promotions under
the leadership of Mulayam Singh
Ji. Now the time has come when
the selfish politics of Mulayam
Singh Ji is exposed.  He took
advantage of 52% reservation for
backwards but people of his own
caste and family members were
made beneficiaries of the same. Dr.
Jafar Mahmood in the Prime
Minister’s Office was appointed as
the Officer on Special Duty for the
preparation of the Sachhar
Committee Report. When Dr. Jafar
Mahmood in the year2006 asked for
the details of recruitment in the police
force in Uttar Pradesh for different
castes and categories, it was shocking
to know that 82% of the people
belonged to Yadav community.
Thus the maximum damage was
done to the Mualim community and
other backward clases. So much
damage would nothave been done
even by upper caste people. Now itis
high time that the Backward
Muslim community  should
separately demand their share from
the Mandal Commission. A
beginning in this regard should be
made by S.P. Government in Uttar
Pradesh but it is the Samajwadi
Party which has befooled Muslim
community by asking for 18%
reservation for them. Their real
intention is to put the ball in
Centre’s court whereas actually
the Ranganath Commission had
clearly said that Muslims’ share
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from the Mandal Commision can
be taken out by the State
Government and for this purpose,
neither constitutional amendment
is required nor any approval of the
Central Government. Thus, it
would be much better if the U.P. G
overnment makes a beginning in
thisregard.

On 28th February, 2013,
a Conference of  Backwards,
Muslim and Dalits is being held at
Lucknow under the leadership of
Kaushal Kishore, in which it will
be demanded that the share of
reservation of Yadav community
in the Mandal Commission may be
taken out in proportion to their
population. The Samajwadi Party
has forced us to make such a
demand. In this campaign, the All
India Confederation of SC/ST
Organizations and the Indian
Justice Party have resolved to take
active part in this campaign. It is
high time that people from the
Yadav community should exert
pressure on Mulayam Singh Ji and
appeal to him that he should not
harm the interests of the Yadav
community as a whole in the long
run just for the benefit of the
members of his own family. All
the other backward caste people
except Yadav community should
take active part in the
Conference to be held at
Lucknow on 28.2.2013. For
long run gains and for Bahujan
unity, Yadav community should
also come forward to support our
demand.

Caste prejudice which
has been prevailing for
thousands of years cannot be
removed on the basis of just one
issue. May be Mulayam Singh Ji
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is opposed to reservation for
Dalits, it is not possible that by
adopting this policy, he will be
able to win over votes of the
upper caste people. As soon as
he makes a demand of 18%
reservation for Muslims, upper
caste people will leave his camp
and the result will be that Dallits,
Most Backwards, Muslims and
upper castes may all become his
opponents provided the
campaign is carried out on the
right path. Now the time has
changed and we cannot blame
only Rajputs and Brahmins for
atrocities against Dalits, but
some powerful communities
from amongst backward castes
are not only committing
atrocities against Dalits but have
become economically and
politically more powerful than
upper caste people. We shall
continue to be deeply engrossed
in caste prejudices despite the
fact that we may leave India and
start living in a foreign country
or howsoever technologically
we may become advanced.
Mulayam Singh is perhaps not
aware of the stark reality that the
upper caste will not stand by him
in the long run. Yes, it is
possible that they may stand by
him for a short duration but
ultimately it will adversely
affect Bahujan unity and the
struggle for social justice will
get a jolt. All sections of the
society should get their due.
Reservation in promotion is just
one step in that direction and if
anybody creates a hurdle in its
implementation, that will deemed
to be a retrograde step in the
development of the country.
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the same time, so
many emotional, social and
violent disturbances are taking
place but there are certain
specific issues which are adding
fuel to the fire. A lot many
efforts are being made at
different levels be it
Government, NGOs and Human
Rights activists for tackling the
social and economic problems
but a very few people know
outside India  about the
problems of the untouchables
(Dalits). The reason is that the
victims do not have the voice to
air their grievances. Secondly,
discrimination is justified under
the garb of Hinduism so that the
global community is given the
impression that it is really a
Hindu way of living and thus
there is no need to interfere but
the situation has now changed
so much that not only the
victims are resenting but the
global community is also taking
a keen interest in their welfare.
Currently, it would not be an
exaggeration that the caste
discrimination is being more
focused than apartheid.
European Parliament has taken
up this issue as also the British
Parliament and detailed
discussion in the houses and
resolutions can be easily
accessed on net. There was a
Congressional  hearing of
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Committee on international
relations of the House of
Representatives of the U.S.
Congress in the Capital Hill,
Washington, America in 2005 in
which Dr. Udit Raj was also
invited and he forcefully
pleaded with the American
community through
Congressmen and Senators to
join the struggle to end the caste
discrimination on the basis of
birth and descent. More than
170 million untouchables live in
India. If the issue of
discrimination is not resolved,
not only the peace in India will
be affected but the efforts of
global level peace will also be
jeopardized.

The Human Rights
activists of the world must get
attentive to caste discrimination
and had itbeen in the power and
capacity of the untouchables to
fight it out, such an appeal
would not have been necessary.
The untouchables are looking
for global support. Though there
are many human rights
organizations and U.N.
programmes related to Indian
problems but most of them
focus on non-issues like human
trafficking, aids, drug addiction
etc. but they are not that serious
as caste discrimination. A few
facts regarding their
discrimination will throw ample

light on the gravity of the
situation:

Despite the fact that
many Dalits do not report
crimes for fear of reprisals by
the dominant castes, official
police statistics averaged over
the past 5 years show that 13
Dalits are murdered every week,
5 Dalits’ homes or possessions
are burnt every week, 6 Dalits
are kidnapped or abducted every
week, 3 Dalit women are raped
every day, 11 Dalits are beaten
every day and a crime is
committed against a Dalit every
18 minutes

The Indian
Constitution does abolish
untouchability under Article 17
but the deep-rooted caste system
is still intact though the
Government of India never
misses an opportunity to rebut
the fact at the global level that
there is discrimination as far as
constitution is concerned but on
the ground, things are very
different. Dr. Udit Raj and his
colleagues have been airing these
grievances in Human Rights
Council but always, Government
of India is denying any
discrimination. ~ An American
journalist, Robin Jeffry has tried
to find out journalists from these
communities but was unable to
find a single Dalit journalist.
Not only, they are excluded from

Media but in other areas like
IT/Telecom sector, trade and
industry, art and culture , film
industry and higher education,
there is hardly any Dalit.
Whatever the respect, dignity and
empowerment has come to them,
is due to reservation in
government jobs and politics. It
was the British who considered
the demand raised by Saviour of
Dalits and Tribals, Dr.
Ambedkar. Had the British rule

not been there, even these rights
would not have come to them. It
were the Christian Missionaries
who opened the door of
education to Dalits for the first
time in India. For thousand s of
years, no statesman, no hero, no
Hindu God ever rescued Dalits
frombondage. Establishment of
a peace centre or other similar
efforts will greatly help in
abolishing discrimination
against Dalits.

Appeal to the Readers
You will be happy to know that the Voice of
Buddha will now be published both in Hindi and
English so that readers who cannot read in Hindi can
make use of the English edition. I appeal to the readers
to send their contribution through Bank draft in favour
of 'Justice Publications' at T-22, Atul Grove Road,
Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001. The contribution
amount can also be transferred in 'Justice Publications'
Punjab National Bank account no. 0636000102165381
branch Janpath, New Delhi, under intimation to us by
email or telephone or by letter.
happen that you don't receive the Voice of Buddha. In
that case kindly write to us and also check up with the
post office. As we are facing financial crisis to run it,
you all are requested to send the contribution regularly.
Contribution:
Five years : Rs. 600/-
One year :

Sometimes, it might

Rs. 150/-




VOICE OF BUDDHA

Publisher : Dr. UDIT RAJ (RAM RAJ), Chairman - Justice Publications, T-22, Atul Grove Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi-110001, Tel: 23354841-42

@ Year: 16

S

@ Issue 4

@ Fortnightly

EH RN IR G I R B GO B R

@ Bi-lingual

@ 1to15January, 2013

A2\

-MNan o :‘_*

India Vs Bharat

I Dr. Udit Raj I

RSS Chief Mohan
Bhagwat has given a statement
that crimes like rape and
discrimination against women
are happening because of the
impact of Western culture.
VHP leader Ashok Singhal and
other leaders like Asaram Bapu
have expressed similar views.
Before making such statements,
these leaders should have
realized that if our people get
influenced by the western
culture, there must be some
shortcomings ~ with our own
culture.Europeans and
Americans do not complain that
their societies are adversely
influenced by Hindu culture
where it is quite possible that
our culture is affecting their life
style because a large number of
our people live in these
countries. Very few Americans
and Europeans live in India and
soon after completing their
business or official
assignments, they return to their
respective countries and do not
become a part of our culture. It
would have been better if these
leaders had  accepted the
shortcomings of our own
culture.

Our culture is based
on caste system and women are
as unfortunate victims of this
system as Dalits, Tribals and
Backwards. For thousands of
years, the upper castes are not
tired of calling it better than
other cultures. Europeans and
Americans rarely criticize
Indian culture but we do not
miss any opportunity to criticize
their life- style and wvalues.
Muslims are even more critical
about the Western way of life.
Western culture is frequently
attacked by some  Muslim
leaders at public meetings that
in the West, ladies move about
half-nude and divorce and
abortion rate is very high. I
have had an opportunity to visit
several western countries but I
never came across an
opportunity when Indian or
Muslim culture was criticized
by anyone.

We have two major
Epics — one is The Gita and the
other is Mahabharata.  Sita
was the cause of the war
between Lord Rama and
Ravana. Sita was advised not
to cross the Lakshman Rekha
but she disobeyed it and Ravan

abducted her. This episode also
shows women in a poor light.
War takes place between the
two and after Ravan is
defeated, Sita returns to her
home and is subjected to
undergo a fire test to prove her
chastity or honour. Why men
do not undergo any such fire
test as if they are not
accountable . From this, it is
quite evident that woman is a
consumer item and stands at a
lower footing than man. The
matter does not end here and the
situation becomes much more
dreadful when Ram turns out
Sita from his house because a
neighbour questioned her
chastity. The situation becomes
much worse when she was left
alone in a forest and was denied
even the basic minimum right to
live separately . Today’s law
doesnot allow such an actand in
the case of a divorce, the
divorced woman is entitled to
maintenance allowance from
herhusband. Ifour culture and
civilization treat women like
this , it is but natural that they
will be influenced by the
Western culture where women
have got freedom, respect and
self-confidence. So, instead of
blaming others, there is a great
need to analyse own culture and
ensure that the age-old rotten
values and traditions which put
women on a lower pedestal are
discarded. In the past, women
were also treated inferior to men
in the western society also but
they removed such
discriminations over a period of
time. We need to understand
the pace of progress of Greek
civilization and how it evolved
leaving aside retrograde
traditions. Plato, Socretes’s
pupil, followed his Master’s
philosophy only to the extent
that it looked logical or for the
good of the humanity which
really helped in the
advancement of the Greek
culture.  Aristotle was very
much influenced by the
philosophy and principles of
Plato but he also followed only
those principles which looked
rational. Like this, the society
was able to break the shackles of
old customs and traditions and
today’s western culture is
essentially based on such
traditions and customs.
Whatever progressive  ideas
and traditions we talk about
but at the end of the day, nearly

everybody says that there is
nothing to beat the past i.e. the
old traditions are always
considered the best. No
society is more hypocritical than
ours in claiming that our
religion, way of thinking and
way of living is the best. Today,
when women want to lead their
life according to the rights
guaranteed by the constitution ,
they are blamed to be
influenced by the western
culture because there is more
freedom, human rights, equality
and self-dependence in their
society. With the growing
awareness about equality and
self-respect, life-style also
changes and this is incidentally
in tune with the Western values.
The western society has not
imposed their life style and
values on us. Had we
discarded decadent and rotten
tradition of our society then
there was no need to be
influenced by western
civilization Then in that
situation we could have also
contributed to the cultural
values of other societies. Even
today the couplet of
Ramcharitmanas is there which
says that the drum, rogues,
shudras, animals and women
need to be beaten, has not been
openly condemned and
boycotted. In simple language,
it means that women can be
made to work only by beating
and they are like animals. That
portion of Mahabharat has also
not been condemned so far in
which Pandavas lose everything
in gambling and when nothing is
left, they put Draupadi on stake
and finally the Kaurvas win her.
Is anybody allowed to put his
wife on stake in the game of
gambling in today’s society.
The husbands who themselves
did not give proper respect to
their wife Draupadi and treated
her like a consumer item and
how Yudhishter was treated as a
Dharmaraj while actually the
Kaurvas were less to be blamed
but it has been projected in such
a way that they are the real
culprits. In fact, the Kaurvas’
claim was more legitimate and
even when they had pulled
Draupadi’s saree , who was to
be blamed ?

There has been a
revolution in many areas in most
of the western countries but this
could not happen in our country.
Many saints like Kabir did try

to change the Indian society but
were unsuccessful in doing so.
Jyotibaphule became a
trendsetter in the area of
women’s freedom and education
but the society could not be
transformed. = Ambedkar’s
campaign did challenge caste
and rotten tradition of Manuvadi
system, but it has still to go a
long way. A human being
cannot resist being influenced by
any source which gives him
equality, self-respect, freedom
and self-dependence. Had we
broken the rotten customs and
traditions in time, then these
basic requirements could have
been achieved through our own
system and there would have
been no need to be influenced by
the western culture. China was
no less orthodox than us but
there the cultural revolution was
brought about by the State.
Reactionary forces were crushed
with the power of the gun. Had
they not brought cultural
revolution, then the progressive
and humanitarian values of
other cultural societies would
have influenced their society
also. We got Independence
about 65 years ago and various
Government plans were made
but no attempts have been made
to break the shackles of the caste
system and male chauvinism.
This unfinished task was left to
whom to complete , none other
than those who are male
chauvinists but why should they
have worked for the
transformation of the society.
There should have been
Government intervention but
just to keep their vote-bank
intact, most of the social and
political leaders remained
neutral in changing the society.
Whether it is social or political
leadership, most of the leaders
were themselves had an
orthodox approach and had a
mindset of the policy of
discrimination and
inequalidit.y
There has been a big
revolution in the field of
communication technology due
to which women, on their own,
have adopted equality, freedom
and modern life style. They
started wearing jeans and shirts.
In the area of higher education
also, they have made significant
progress.  They have made
strides in politics. They made
use of all the modern gadgets
like telephones, mobiles and all

other similar things and give the
impression that they are now
quite equal to men but there was
no much change in their
mindset. These women
continue to adhere to old
values and traditions and that
makes them inferior role to
their menfolk. The women still
treat their husbands like gods
and keep Karvachauth fast for
their long life. Have the men got
similar feelings for women?
Have these women ever
protested against men for their
religious and social
discrimination in the past? If
they go for illegal and forced
sex, they lose their character
and honour as everything and,
as if their intelligence,
education, honesty and
faithfulness, etc. have no value.
Why similar yardsticks are not
applicable in case of men?
More than the rapist, it is the
society and the media which
torture the rape victim when
they say that she has lost
everything and is characterless.
If we want a healthy society,
then we will have to
revolutionize our society
instead of blaming others. If
this is not done even stricter
laws may not protect women .

It is totally incorrect
to say that such like incidents
are happening in India and not
Bharat. There are two villages
in Jodhpur where a marriage
party came after 100 years,
because every girl child was
killed soon after birth. Mohan
Bhagwar Ji, who considerd
Bharat as ideal and India as
perverted, is not aware of the
atrocities and discriminations
suffered by Dalits, Adivasis and
Backward women. There are so
many villages in Rajashtan
where the musclemen forcibly
do sex acts with the womenfolk
of weaker sections but this fact
does not come to light because
firstly, the electronic channels
cannot reach there and
secondly, because it has been
accepted practice Women of
India have got many-times
more freedom, self-respect and
equality as compared to the
women of Bharat.

The world is
undergoing drastic changes and
so many material objects have
been created for comfortable
living of human beings and at
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